The Call to the Table Scott Dickison

The Communion Litany:

Pastor: On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples and said,
“Take, eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”

People: Thanks be to God for the broken bread.

Pastor: After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them and said, “Drink this, all
of you. This is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”

People: Thanks be to God for the cup.

Pastor: Thanks be to God for the life, death, and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus.
All: Thanks be to God for the table of communion.
Communion

We come now in groups of twelve, dipping the bread in the
cup, in remembrance of the last Passover meal Jesus ate
with his disciples and the institution of Holy Communion.
*The Congregational Hymn DENNIS
“Blessed Be the Tie That Binds”

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our
cares.

We share each other’s woes, each other’s burdens bear;
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain;
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.

“Gethsemane” John Maxwell
Please depart in silence.

*The congregation will please stand.

THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Bread and wine. Eating and drinking are simple things. Im-
mortality is simple. Under these strange circumstances the
eating of the common bread and the drinking of the com-
mon wine will stand for immortality through a great terrify-
ing and liberating pain.

The key is humbleness. The Son of God does not abase
himself, but He ministers. That is the true meaning of all of
His teachings. You minister to the other. Any wellspring of
human kindness—always available—can flow over into
another human being. You are humble before all humanity,
and will wash feet.

—James Dickey, God'’s Images
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The Meditation of Preparation

Here is the source of every sacrament,

The all-transforming presence of the Lord,

Replenishing our every element

Remaking us in his creative Word.

For here the earth herself gives bread and wine,

The air delights to bear his Spirit’s speech,

The fire dances where the candles shine,

The waters cleanse us with His gentle touch.

And here He shows the full extent of love

To us whose love is always incomplete,

In vain we search the heavens high above,

The God of love is kneeling at our feet.

Though we betray Him, though it is the night.

He meets us here and loves us into light.

—Malcolm Guite, Maundy Thursday

The Prelude “Lamentatio” Sollima

Veronica Parrales, cellist

The Gathering and Invocation Lesley Ratcliff

The Scripture Reading Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Tammy Collins

The Meditation of Confession

All those who journey soon or late,
Must pass within the garden’s gate;
Must kneel alone in darkness there,
And battle with some fierce despair.
God pity those who cannot say:

“Not mine but thine”; who only pray:
“Let this cup pass,” and cannot see
The purpose in Gethsemane.

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox, 1855-1919

The Prayer of Confession

Leader:

Silence is kept.
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Silence is kept.
Leader:

People:

Marty Harper

People of God, let us call to mind the faithfulness and
mercy of God and confess our sins, first in the silence of
our own hearts and then together.

We have wounded your love.

O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness.

Light of the world, transfigure us.
We forget that we are your home.

Spirit of God, dwell in us.

Lord our God,

in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.

Have mercy on us;

deliver us from judgment;

bind up our wounds and revive us;

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Assurance of Pardon

Leader:

People:

Leader:

All:

The Gospel

With the Apostle Paul, we are convinced

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all crea-
tion will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

May the mercy of God forgive us, strengthen us in all
goodness, and keep us safe in life eternal; through Jesus
Christ, we pray.

Amen.

Luke 22:7-23

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gray Jackson



